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From Pastor Tony

“Happy are those...[whose] delight is in the law of the LORD, and on his law they
meditate day and night.” (Psalm 1:1-2)

At a recent continuing education event, I was reminded of the importance of
speech, particularly language habits. By language habits, the presenter meant how we
interact in speech with one another. Language habits, the presenter proclaimed, en-
able relationships.

In the life of the church, we use language habits to learn to talk with one
another and with God. The language we use, particularly in worship, enriches the
relationship between God and ourselves. In worship, the church teaches that lan-
guage through the liturgy.

He went on further to share the difference between what he termed as
“expressive speech” and “formative speech”. Expressive speech is that which we use
to express where we are on the road of life at any particular moment. We may be
happy because of a birth of a child, frustrated due to the pressures of work, broken
down by the grief of death.

Formative speech is that which we use to learn to express what we do not
feel or experience as reality quite yet. The use of creeds, prayers and other forms in
liturgy help to develop an understanding of God over a period of time. Take the
phrase, “thank you”, for instance. We begin to understand it’s meaning long after we
have learned to use it.  So, too, we use formative speech in the same way, and we
begin to understand the relationship we have with God.

This does not mean that the journey is secretive with only those on the “in”
knowing, and those “outside” left in the dark. No, it means that in using the language
habits of the church, we need, like the parent working with a child, to explain, teach
the meaning of the words we use. A child understands “thank you”, “I’'m sorry”,
“please” precisely because the parents have shared what the words mean and why we
use them.

The goal of both expressive speech and formative speech becomes not one
of deciding which is best, the most proper way to speak with God, or the right and
only way to worship. The goal becomes the development of the relationship between
God and us. Like the child who learns the language of “please” and “thank you”
learns also how these enhance interpersonal relationships with others, so too, the use
of expressive and formative language enhances our relationships with God and one
another.

One of the resources at our disposal for discovering this interplay of expres-
sive and formative language in relationship development can be found in the use of
Psalms. This collection of human expression is rich with both formative and expres-
sive language. It is a treasure trove of the highs and lows of human experience, as
well as expression of the holiness of God.

So, let us be willing to explore the use of expressive and formative language
in the Psalms. Take time to interact with the Psalms, asking if the author is using
expressive language or formative language in nurturing the relationship with God.
You may be surprised by what you find. You may find yourself engrossed in the
depth of this wonderful collection of human expression in relationship to God. And
that would be fine!




Wentz’s Family

| Please keep these members of
Wentz’s UCC in your prayers:

FAMILY AND FRIENDS IN NEED OF

PRAYER

Jean Bosler Charles Lyle ,

Joe Dawson Kelley Hayes  Dick Long
Alexandria Schaefer Ethel Wilkie
Ed Gresch

The family of William Airial (friend of Pastor Tony);
John Blowers (cousin of Janet Brown); Nancy Collins
(sister of Carl Kurtz); Hepburn Duncan (brother of Bev-
erly Wilkie); Jimmy Fazzari (friend of Nancy Domurat),
Joseph Gaydos (grandfather of Rachael and Becky Gay-
dos); JC Harper (Megan Roth’s friend’s son); Carol
Hemerka (niece of Connie & Bruce Fretz); Judy Hinz
(Aunt of Jennifer Reeves & Kim DuBree); Pam John-
son (grandmom of Brianna Landis); Richard Johnson
(father of Craig Johnson); Dorice Lessard (friend of
Kim DuBree); Bruce McLennan (Uncle of Don McLen-
nan); Mary Elaine Morton (mother-in-law of Stacy
Morton); Vicki Parker (friend of Bill & Barb Wen-
ner); Mary Jane Roth (Mother of Megan Roth);
Cheryl Smith (wife of Rev. Gerald Smith); Sandy
Wengert (Friend of Janet Brown); Mary Wheeler
(friend of Pastor Tony); Shane Wronowksi (friend of
Ed & Nancy Domurat); Peter Zucca (son of Dawn &
Dennis Zucca)

Births
Brian Matthew Metzger, January 24, 2007
Son of Brian & Kim Metzger

Deaths
Earl Bookheimer, February 7, 2007

The Newsletter is
published 11 times
per year. The
deadline is always
the 15th of every
month. To ensure
communication
throughout the
entire Wentz’s
family, please
contact the church
office with your
newsletter articles.
Should you need
assistance, please
call us at 610-584-
4855 and we’ll take
care of you. Your
contribution to this
newsletter is
appreciated.

Church Staff
Rev. Antonio L.
Villareal

Pastor

Cianne Landis
Church Secretary

Heber “Tom” Graver
Newsletter Editor

June Wright
Organist

Steven Reilley
Chorister

Laura McLennan
Handbell Director

Audrey Lauman
Sexton

Bob Detwiler
Groundskeeper

610-584-4855 (phone) |-
610-584-1666 (fax)

office@wentzsucc.org |i




Latin: Com — together + panis — bread = “One
who eats bread with another”

On Thursday, March 1, 2006 come and join in
the fellowship and luncheon of Companions..
The program will be presented by Rev. Dale
Krotee. Rev. Krotee will speak about “The
Gift of Life” program of organ donation. Rev.
Krotee is a recent recipient of a kidney trans-
plant, and has much to share about how donat-
ing organs can help others. The program be-
gins with lunch at 12:00 noon and ends at 1:30
p.m.. The cost is only $5.00/person. Please
sign up on the reservation form in the Guild
Room, or call the church office. Join us!




Community Lent Worship

For centuries, pilgrims to Jerusalem have walked the route from Pilate’s
judgment hall to Golgotha and the garden tomb, this Via Dolorosa or Stations of
the Cross. Christians of many traditions have found such a rememberingtobea
helpful time of meditation and prayer.

The Methacton-Skippack-Worcester Ministerium invites you to join the
community as we journey the “Stations of the Cross: The Final Steps of Jesus” dur-
ing the community Wednesday night services in Lent. Please note the schedule
below, and plan to join in this community endeavor as we keep the Lent discipline.

“Stations of the Cross:
The Final Steps of Jesus”

" Mar 7, “Simon of Cyrene is Rev. Larry O’Neal  Olivet Schwenk-
7:30pm Made to Bear the Cross felder UCC, E
of Jesus” “A Woman Norriton
Wipes the Face of Je-
sus”
Mar 14, “Jesus Falls for the Sec- Rev. George Tigh Wentz’s UCC,
7:30pm ond Time” “Jesus Worcester

Speaks to Certain
Women of Jerusalem”

Mar 21, “Jesus Falls for a Third = Rev. Gene Jerge Skippack Church
7:30pm Time” “Jesus is Stripped of the Brethren,
of His Garments” Skippack

610-489-6707

Mar 28, “Jesus is Crucified” Rev. Jerry Smith Lower Skippack

7:30pm “Jesus Dies” Mennonite
Church, Skippack
610-489-9276



We will be reading Rise and Shine, by Anna ,
IQumdlen and discussing the book on Wednesday,
March 28th at 7:30 p.m. All are welcome to join |
‘us. Please contact Kim DuBree, 215-661-8517, |
klmdubree@comcast net for further information.

These meetings were started because a few people said they wanted to
continue what we started under Weight Watchers. However, due to lack
of turnout, no more meetings have been scheduled. If people really are
interested, please contact Joanne Pascoe at 215-362-0268 or Cianne
Landis at the church office.




